The influence of context on role behaviors of perioperative nurses.
Using a case study approach, researchers conducted a focused exploration of the role of perioperative nurses. Data were collected in three different hospitals during 358 hours of observation and 34 hours of interviews with 35 nurses. Researchers also analyzed nursing documents, including the care plans of 230 patients. Findings show that various contextual mechanisms are influential in the role performance of perioperative nurses. This study highlights the importance of providing adequate support for perioperative nurses to perform their role in an intensely stressful environment. Patient-focused leadership and the promotion of a caring philosophy are needed to strengthen perioperative nursing and, ultimately, improve patient care.